Wisconsin's Strategy for Wildlife Species of Greatest Conservation Need

Gravel Chub (Erimystax x-punctatus)
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L andscape -community Combinations of Highest Ecological Priority

Ecological Landscape Community

Southeast Glacial Plains ~ Warmwater rivers
Southwest Savanna Warmwater rivers

Threats and | ssues
The main reason for the gravel chub's decline is a genera lack of its highly specialized habitat: deep,
swift waters of medium-to-large-sized rivers over pea-gravel bottom free of silt where there are no
rooted aquatic plants or larger species of algae or aquatic mosses.
Watershed agriculture and urbanization threaten this species through increasing turbidity and
siltation in the highly specialized habitats preferred by this species.
Dams fragment, destroy and degrade the specialized habitat required by this species through dtered
water flows and increasing siltation.

Priority Conservation Actions
Preservation and restoration of the specialized riverine habitats required by this species are needed,

focused on efforts to decrease siltation in the Rock and Sugar-Pecatonica River basins.
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